
Tower Climber Opportunities 
Overview 

The United States is using wireless 
bandwidth at an ever-increasing rate  
- File sharing 
- Streaming video 
- Text messaging  
- Voice traffic 
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Due to the smart phone revelation (IPhone, Android, etc.)  the United States is using wireless bandwidth at an ever-increasing rate. 
With the advent and increase usage of file sharing, streaming video, text messaging and voice traffic, mobile bandwidth usage continues to increase as the sophistication of the technology also increases. As of this past summer, there are reported over 280,000 cellular sites and with each new generation of technology, this number will continue to grow. Industry reports are now projecting over 500,000 sites within the next 10 years in the cellular/mobile industry. NATE (National Association of Tower Erectors) has estimated that there are roughly 10,000 certified top there is a shortage of workers called “top hands” (Those who climb the towers and do either construction or retrofitting of the mechanical/electrical components).



Market Dilemma 

• Number of Cellular sites: over 280,000 
– Projected to grow to 500,000 in the next 10-15 

years  

• Number of certified tower climbers: 
–  less  than 10,000 
– This number has held steady over the last several 

years 
– As new climbers come into the industry, attrition 

rate offsets the gains 
 



AxxessConnect Climbing School 

AxxessConnect Climbing School (ACS) is looking to 
help the industry by offering a 3- fold solution to 
helping the industry shortage:  
-     Recruit personnel for training 
- Train students to become certified authorized 

tower climbers and increase their knowledge 
of the industry 

- Place the trained personnel with quality 
companies in need across the country. 

 



Tower Climber Overview 
 

What is a Tower climber “top hand” 
- Most crews that work on towers consist of 3-4 people 
- Workers who work at the top of tower are the “top hands” 
 
What do they do? 
- Work in unison with the ground crew to change out the 

antennas, radios, power, cabling (copper and fiber) and 
other hardware at the cellular site.  

- RF (Radio Frequency) and Fiber testing and 
troubleshooting 

- Being a top hand will require working at heights in excess 
of 150’ 

 
 



Training/Placement Service 

  
- OSHA compliant Tower Safety & Advanced 

Rescue Authorized Climber training 
program 

- Classroom and tower in Metro Denver 
- Post training job placement services 
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Company | News | Sept. 11 Annual Graybar Technology Showcase (Denver, CO)
12th Annual Graybar Technology Showcase
The 2013 Graybar Technology Showcase will feature the latest product demonstrations and seminars by top manufacturers of communication and data, security, electrical and automation products. Visit over 100 displays provided by industry-leading manufacturers.
Door prizes and giveaways throughout the day!
Free technical Seminars Offering BICSI Credit
Exciting new venue
Where:
Sports Authority Field At Mile High
1801 Bryant Street, East Club Level
Denver, CO 80204

When:
Wednesday, September 11
Continental breakfast: 7:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Seminars: 8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Exhibits open: 7:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Buffet lunch: 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Happy Hour: 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

 
Seminar topics
8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Category 8 Cable – Is it for Real?
Presented by: Greg Hinders – CommScope 1 BICSI Credit
What is the feasibility of Category 8 cable, and what is the expected bandwidth of Category 8 cable?
What application will benefit the most from Category 8 cable and why would you want to use it?
What will category 8 cable look like?
Can it use the same RJ45 connector we are used to?
Join Commscope as we explore and answer these questions on this new category that is being proposed.

8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Drives – The Rest of the Story
Presented by: Mike Smith – Graybar
This presentation will give a brief description of how motors and drives work together, and discuss the benefits of using drives. However, the bulk of the presentation will revolve around the power problems that drives can cause, and the solutions to those problems. This includes power quality issues on the input side of the drive; and motor and bearing issues on the output side of the drive. My intention is to impart a better understanding of these drive issues and improve the ability of the audience to diagnose and solve these different problems in the field.

How Drives and Electric Motors work together
Benefits and Savings from using Variable Frequency Drives
Drive Input Power Quality Issues and Solutions
Drive Output Waveforms and Resultant Motor Issues and Solutions
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Technology Migration Trends in the Data Center
Presented by: David Percival – TE Connectivity 1 BICSI Credit
The explosive growth of mobile "smart" devices and stored video content is driving change in the data center. As 10-Gigabit transmission speeds are adopted at the network edge, the aggregation and core layers must also evolve. Key to managing these transitions is establishing a sensible infrastructure migration strategy which minimizes disruption and takes into consideration the complexities of polarity in parallel optics. This presentation discusses one such strategy utilizing factory-connectorized MPO fiber components.

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Practical Telecommunications Bonding and Grounding Field Applications
Presented by: Nat Bassett – Panduit 1 BICSI Credit
Attend this review of the new TIA-607-B Grounding and Bonding Standard for Customer Premises and see exactly how to implement this important standard in enterprise networks and data centers. The second half of the review will discuss the practical implementation of grounding systems including the uses and applications of various application tools.

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Helping Enterprises Make Wireless Work with In-Building Solutions
Presented by: Jeff Brunkhorst – Corning MobileAccess
Corning MobileAccess Networks offers enterprises a flexible multi-service wireless platform that provides reliable coverage for critical wireless services and applications throughout their facilities. Enterprises are deploying best-of-breed wireless applications and technologies to maximize operational efficiency. Corning MobileAccess unlocks the promise and full potential of these wireless services by overcoming in-building coverage issues, and ensuring dependable wireless performance anywhere inside the facility. Corning MobileAccess eliminates the need for standalone in-building wireless networks to support each deployed wireless service or application. The Corning MobileAccess solution provides ubiquitous coverage via a single all fiber platform that handles all deployed wireless services.

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Wireless Seminar – Simple, Retrofitable Energy Solutions
Presented by: Michael Ewert – Lutron
Light control technologies and strategies continue to progress with the changing needs of the commercial marketplace. Lutron’s 50 year commitment to innovation has resulted in a significant number of new energy saving products that simplify installation and are a perfect fit for both new construction and retrofit projects of any size. Come learn how Lutron’s latest products can easily and cost effectively reduces the energy consumption of virtually any facility.

Register Online
Please fill out form completely to register.

*Name

*Title

*Email

Phone Number

Company Name

Address

City

State

Zip Code

Select one seminar you'll attend from 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
 Category 8 Cable – Is it for Real? CommScope
 Drives - The Rest of the Story Graybar

Select one seminar you'll attend from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
 Technology Migration Trends inthe Data Center TE Connectivity
 Practical TelecommunicationsBonding and Grounding Field Applications Panduit

Select one seminar you'll attend from 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
 Helping Enterprises Make Wireless Workwith In-Building Solutions Corning MobileAccess
 Wireless Seminar - Simple, Retrofitable Energy Solutions Lutron
Please enter your comments or questions below

 
To confirm you are an actual person, please solve the following problem
*8+1 = ?
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Helpful Information
Sept. 12 Graybar Kansas City 2013 Fall Kickoff Event (Kansas City, MO)
Sep. 26 2013 Open House and Tradeshow Tailgate Night (Eugene, OR)
Sep. 5 Business Partner Appreciation Event (Dublin, CA)
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Log in to post comments. Don't have an account? Please register.
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Tower Climbers Principal Duties 
 

• Work in heights in excess of 150’ 
• Install/change-out/decommission various 

hardware components 
• Preform all work in accordance with 

established company and OSHA procedures 
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Participate in special projects as required




To Be a Tower Climber 
Background 
Education 

  

 
Mandatory: 
High School Diploma or GED 
Certified in Tower Climbing & Rescue (training provided by ACS) 
Mechanical aptitude 
Ability to lift up to 75 lbs. 
 
Desired: 
Experience with the use of hand tools and power tools 
1-5 years of related technical experience (mechanical/electrical) 
Veteran 
Sweep Testing Capabilities 



General Employer 
Requirements 

  
       
  
• Pass pre-employment drug test and background check 
• Have a valid driver’s license and must be a road warrior 
• Must be comfortable climbing and working at heights with on Towers, 

Roof top, water towers and other elevated structures. 
• Able to work with a team or crew 
• Knowledge and experience in using relevant tools and equipment 

(wrenches, screw drivers, pliers, power tools, etc.) 
• Able to work in extreme weather conditions ( Heat, Cold, Wind) 
• Must be disciplined, in good health and physical condition. 
• Capable of using Anritsu and/or Fluke test units. 
• No less than 130lbs, no more than 310lbs. 
 



 
Highly  

       Sought Qualities 
by Employers 

  
     
• Having your own tools 
• Experience with working and heights with rigging 

or controlled descent a plus 
• Veterans who are 3 years or less from active duty 

are highly desired  
• Experience installing wireless cable systems 
• Have your own vehicle 
 



Axxess Connect Climbing School  
  
        
 

Current class offerings 
Training people to be productive workers in the cellular tower industry 
- Tower Safety & Rescue 
- Field Installation – Quality Assurance 
- OSHA 10/CPR 
    
       
 
 
 

Cost of Training 
Tower Safety Climbing & Rescue- Authorized Person  $1,350.00   
Field Installation/Quality Assurance    $   995.00  
OSHA 10/CPR                      $   295.00 
The Student kit (Harness, carabineers, etc.)  $1,800.00 (plus taxes)  
 
Each student will need the climbing gear equipment to participate. The 
equipment will be provided for the class if the student decides not to purchase 
the equipment. 
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ACS  is offering a 5 day climbing school training school at Border State Electric facility in Denver, Colorado. The school will offer students hands-on instruction in tower climbing safety and rescue, key components in being successful in this  industry. In future classes, students will also receive OSHA 10/CPR training



What Can We Do? 

Direct potential student information to      
acs@axxessconnect.net 

 
Seek funding for class/tools 

 Introduce student to the local Workforce Center 
• WIA (Workforce Initiative Act) 
• On-the-Job Training funds (for potential employers) 
• VWIP 

mailto:acs@axxessconnect.net


Summary 
  
Tower Climbing Opportunities 
- Nationwide need 
- ACS is currently working with multiple companies to place graduates 
 
Pay range 
- Pay will vary with the different companies and regions of the country 
- Base Pay -  $14.00 to $17.00/hr. 
- Overtime is commonplace 
- Bonuses and hourly wage increases are common if you prove yourself 
        
Course Credentials 
The Tower Climbing course ACS offers meets the Criteria for Accepted 
Practices in Safety, Health and Environmental Training, the industry’s highest 
standard for training published by the American Society of Safety Engineers 
(ANSI/ASSEZ490.1-2009). This course also meets or exceed requirement set 
forth by OSHA Subpart M, OSHA 1910, and OSHA 1926. 
 
 



Getting Started 

 
 

You can always get in touch with us at 
acs@axxessconnect.net 
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